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ND Rehoboam went to 8 or all 


Hfrael were come to Shechem to make him 
King. 


2 * it came to paſs, <when Jeroboam the 


fon of Nebat, who was yet in Egypt, heard of it, 


{for he was fled- from the preſence of King Solo- 


mon, and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt, 


3 That they ſent and called him: and Jero- 
boam, and all the congregation of Wracl came, and 7 


ſpake unto Rehoboam, ſaymg, 


4 Thy father made our Yoke grievous : now. 


1 make thou the grievous ſervice of thy 


fat her, and his heavy yoke which he put . us, 


lighter, and we wil ſerve thee. 


5 And he ſaid unto them, Depart yet for three . 
days, then come again to me. And the people de- 


parted. 

6 N And Ring Ne hoboam confulted with the 
old men "t hit flood before Solomon, his father, 
whale he yet lived, and Jaid, How do Je ad ſe, 
that I may anſwer this people? 

7 And they ſpake unto him, ſaying, If how wilt 

be a fervant rnto this people this day, and wilt 
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ſerve them, and _ 1 and ud ſpeak good words 


"_ 


to then then they whll be thy ſervants for ever. 
8 But he forſook the counſel of the old men, 


which they had giver him, and conſulted with 
the young men that were grown up with him, 


and which ſtood before him: 
9 A And he. ſaid: unto them, What counſel gi 


ye, that we may anſwer this. people, who Ko 


ſpoken to me, ſaying, Make the yoke which thy Fa- 


ther did put upon us, lighter? 


10 Aud the young men that were. wrown, up 


_ with:him, ſpake unto him, ſaying, Thus ſhalt thou 
ſpeak unto this people that ſpake unto thee, ſaying, 
1 hy father made our yoke heavy," but make thou 
it lighter unto us; thus ſhalt thou Jay unto them, 
My liſtle fin Ser ae be Picker than my n $ 


nd . 


11 And now een my oy father did lade you 


5 al a heauy yoke, I will add to your yoke: my 


father hath chaſ fed you with whips, but [ will 


bart fe you with ſcorpions. © 
12 .So Jeroboam and all the people: came to 


Robolgam the third day, as the Ning had ap- 
l ſaying, Came to me agam the third day. 


13 And the Ring aufwered the people roughly, 


a Jorſook- the old mens. "Counſel that they gave 
hum ; | 


14 Anz Hale to them Ser the counſel of the 


young men, ſaying, My father made your | yoke 
heavy; and 1 will add to your yoke ; my father 
alſo chaſtiſed you with whips, but I will 8 
a with ſcorpions. 

1 5 M. berefore the King hearkened not unto the 


that 


am 


4 ; 


"TEF 


people; for. the canſe was from the Lo a bgrbes he 
might perform his ſaying, whnch the LoRD Hale 


by an eee unto Feroboam the fon 4 
_ Nebat. 


16 91 85 hd all Thrael fawn that Ihe King 


hearkened not unto them, the people anſwered the 


King, ſaying, What portion habe ⁊tie in Damid? 


neitber have we inheritunce in the ſon o, Fefſe - to 


your tents, O Iſrael! now: ſec tu thine-:own houſe, 
David. So Ijrael departed unto their tents. 


17 But as for the children of Hfrael 5 5 
Aer an the cities +4 Fndant RePobaatm reigned 1 


over them. N | 
18 Then King Rehobagm ont FORDS bes was 


over the tribute; and all frael floned him with © 
tones, that he died: therefore Ring Rehoboam 


made ſpeed to I.. bim qa to 7s W to e to 


N »\ 
g So Tfrazl rebelled again the boſe of Da- 


114 1 this. lay. e wiv 


20 Aud it came to Au . all gurl Sion 
that Jeroboam vas come Again, thut they ſeut and 


called him unto the congregation, and niade him 
Ving over all Iſrael: there was zune that fol 


erk the Hou 2 of David, out the gant of for 
dah only. 


21 0 And obs Saban 70 + cams to v Jexnk 


falem, he aſſenibled all the houſe of Fudah, with 


the tribe of Benjamin, an hundred and fourſcorr 


thoufand choſen inen, wwhith:: were warriors, to 


hg ht again the houſe-of Iſrael, to bi ing the ting 


aum agar 10 KRenoboam, the jon of Solomon. 
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22 But the word of God came unto Shenajab 
the man of God, ſaying, 


23 Speak unto Reboboam the Koi of Solomon, 


King of "Judah, and unto all the houſe of Judah 
Ring Benjamin, 

Vine, . 

24 Thus, faith the Loan Ye 

nor fight againſt your brethren the children of H 


rael: return every man to his houſe, for this thing | 
it from me. They hearkened therefore to the word 


of the LoRD, and returned to depart, Ry 


1 8 to the word of the LokD. 
25 © Then Jeroboam built Shechem in mount E. 


* and dwelt therein; aud went out Front 


thence, and built Penuel. 


the kingdom return to the houſe of David, 


2207 iff this people go up to do ſacrifice in the 
| houſe of the LoRD at Jeruſalem, then ſpall the 
heart of this people turn again unto their lord, e. 

ven unto Rehaboam King of Judah, and they ſball 


ill me, and go again to Rehoboam King of Judah. 


28 Whereupon the King took counſel, and made 
two calves of gold, and faid unto them, It is tot 
much for you to. ga up to Feruſalem: behold thy 
gods, O e which . thee up aut of the 


tand of 


put Fo . 


30 And this thing became a þ 1. fo the people 


event to worſhip before the one, even unto Dan. 


and to #he remnant of the Ne, 


ſhall not go up, | 


20 he ny thr da one in Beth-el, and the other 
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I ſuch] 
26 And Jeroboam ſaid in bi; Books: Now ſha all 


to for 


life. 


tion 2 
holy 
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gover 
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By hi 
* wor! 
£ fool: 
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device 
projec 
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that tl 
with { 
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to. 


"ig 0 ue the kiſtory of akin, ſhould be 
non, the ſtudy of every perſon: to know the 
dah | changes that have happened in the circumſtan- ” 


nab 


ple, | ces of individuals, and of great ſocieties, and the 
cauſes of thoſe changes, may be of great utility to 
up, every man, whether he be in a public or in a pri- 
FH] vate ſtation. Not to ſpeak of the pleaſure derived 
hing | from a ſurvey of vaſt tranſactions and revoluti- 
word | ons; there are to be found, in the hiſtory of al- 
rding | molt any country, ſome noble examples of inte- 
I | grity and virtue, which we ought to admire and 
nt E= | imitate; and alſo many ſtriking inſtances of folly, 
from | injuſtice, and cruelty, which we ought to abhor : 
I ſuch inſtances and examples furniſh us with leſſons 
; ſhall | to form our temper, and to direct our conduct in 
I life. But there is no hiſtory ſo fruitful of inſtrue⸗ 
in the] tion as that contained in the holy ſcripture: the 
the] holy ſcripture is, in a peculiar ſenſe, the hiſ- 
ord, e-| tory of providence, the hiſtory of God's moral 
ball] government: God's countenance beholdeth the 
udahb. | © upright, and his face is ſet againſt the wicked. 
d made] By his diſpoſal, the wiſe and prudent inherit 
[t 1s to worldly glory, and ſhame is the Promotion of 
zold thy * fools; the righteous are oftentimes proſper- 
t of the ous, and, to a conſiderable degree, they meet with 
| the reward of virtue even in the preſent life; the 
he ot her devices of the wicked are diſappointed, their cruel 
585 projects are retarded, or altogether blaſted, and 
e people their hands cannot perform their enterprize; fo 
o Dan, | that they alſo, even in this life, commonly meet 


with ſome part of wu t puoilbment Which bad 
men deſerve, , 
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I confeſs that I feel much pleaſure in the 


hiſtorical paſſages of ſcripture; ſome of theſe 1 


have; not long ago, read, and endeavoured to ex- 
plain to you; and I have oſten wondered, that 


even thoſe who have too low an eſteem of divine 


revelation do not peruſe the ſeripture- hiſtory atten- 

tively, becauſe J am ſure, that thoſe of them who 
have capacity might derive great inſtruction and 
improvement from that peruſal. ic 


In the chapter I have now reads we have the 
account of a fudden and memorable revolution 


that happened in the kingdom of Judah, the re- 
volt of the ten tribes, which, alas! gave riſe to 
bloody wars between the two kingdoms, weakened 


each of them, and was unfavourable to the true re- 
ligion. It is the deſign of this diſcourſe, to conſi- 
der the hiſtory before me, and to offer ſome re- 
marks, all or moſt of wliich have, I preſume, | 


. „ already to every attentive reader. 


** Sol6in6n llept with his fathers, and Reho- 
"G1 Abbe his ſon, reigned in his ſiead*.” It is not 


e ſaid, but it is evidently implied, that, 


when Solomon died, Rehoboam was immediately 


crowned at Jeruſalem, and ſet apart to be King of 


Judah and Benjamin, by being anointed with 


oil, as was the cuſtom among the Jews. David 


Was anointed at Hebron to be King of Judah ſe- 


ven years before he was made King of the ten 
tribes: but after Iſhboſheth, the ſon = Saul, was 
baſely murdered in his on 


*: Chap. x1: 43. 


palace, the Iſraelites 
waited on David at Hebron; and, when he had 
made a league or compact With then, mine 


their privileges, and the taxes * were to pay 
he:waganointedto/be King of the ten tribes alſo: 
Seventy-three years had el 
of the two crowns; and yet it ſeems the ten tribes 
were ſtill conſidered as being, in ſome fort; a di- 


© hoboam went to Shechem: for all Iſrael were 
come to Shechem to make him King “.“ Reho- 
boam went to Shechem: all Iſrael, that is, the 
heads of the tribes, dele 
there before him; they had met in Congreſs at 
Shechem, to make him King, not with power 
unlimited: from their regard to the family of Da- 
vid, they deſired to make him King; they had 
come to Shechem in that view; but it was upon 
the conditions which they ex 
for, as was natural, the regard they had to their 


to David's familj x. 
meetings were held. 
phraim, and ſtood on the brow of a hill, at the fide 
of that beautiful valley which lay between Mount | 
mountains the bleſſings and curſes, mentioned in 
death gave to his ſon Joſeph. Here ſoſeph's bones 


| were baridd.: Here was Jacob's well, near which 


woman of Samaria, mentioned in John's Go- 


Tan 


apſed ſince this union 


ſtinct kingdom from that of Judah. And Re- 


gates from all Iſrael, were 


preſsly mention; 
own intereſt was ſtronger chan 7750 attachment 


» 
4 = hs? » 


Shechem: at this ancient town a makes: public 5 
It was in the tribe of E- 
Ebal and Mount Gerizzim, from which two 
Deuteronomy, were pronounced. It was in the 
parcel of land which Jacob a little before his 
our Saviour had the converſation with the 


ſpel. Shechem was at firſt built by Hamor, and 
Chap. xii. 1. 


1 


fo called after the name of his ſon; The men 
tion of this place is introduced, 1 in ſcripture, with 

a very tragical ſtory: Dinah, Jacob's daughter; 
had gone out to ſee the daughters of the land; 
that is; as if ſome unwary young woman ſhould 
go to ſome diſtant fair or market, were ſhe is a 
ſtranger; or, as one in faſhionable life, goes, un- 


guarded, to waſte her time at a play, or a noctur- 


nal card-aſſembly, or a maſquerade: ſhe was fair; 
ſhe was in danger; Shechem ſaw her, and diſ- 
honoured her: but, being ſick, and deſperately 
in love with her, he would have given all he had 
in the world to have her to wife. Old Hamor, 
his father, pitied his diſtreſs; and, dreading no 
auile, entered into a treaty with Jacob's family 
about the marriage. They perfidiouſly conſented 
tothe match, on condition that Hamor, Shechem, 
the citizens, all their domeſtics, and ſlaves, ſhould 
be circumciſed. To theſe terms Hamor agreed, 
and Shechem alſo, who was more honourable 
than all his father's houſe.” Truſting to the ſin- 
cerity of Jacob's family, they were all circumciſed, 
and fb deprived themſelves of all means of mak- 
ing any defence, ſhould they be attacked; and at- 


tacked moſt certainly they were; for, upon the 


third day, when they were fore, two of Jacob's ſons 
ruſhed in upon them, ſword in hand, and barba- 

_ rouſly butchered all the males, man and child 
- juſt as if in a field of battle, when the weaker * 
fide fling down their arms, and ſurrender to the 


ſtronger, the ſtronger ſhould inſtantly fall on, 


and, with erkenn , maſſacre the un- 


1251 have been dome. A © log of Tiers 

The héads of the tem ttibes, who had * 
Fe wir rr or ſuſpecking that Rehoboam 
and his counſellors would not grant them the 


terms they were to demand, had, laid their mea - 
ſures with a conſiderable degree of political abi- 
lity: they brought one with them, whom; in caſe 
ng; and to 
ſeparate independent king- 
dom, as they had been already, under the govern- 
ment of Saul's ſon: this was their intention, in 
caſe Rehoboam ſhould refuſe their petition. The 
man they wy carc to e, ns with them was 


of neceſſity, they intended to make Ki 
erect themſelves into a 


Jeroboam. s Gy 2791 a. 
Jeiokfriig hy ſon of Nebat,. bad. ok his fa 
ther when he was very young; and, though he 


had none to take care of his education but his 
widowed mother, he ſoon emerged into great- 
neſs: by his ſpirit and activity he cauſed himſelf 
to be taken notice of: he is called the ſervant of 
Solomon, juſt as Miniſters of State are now called 
the King's ſervants; but, in point of rank and 
honour, "he was at leaſt on a footing with thoſe 
great officers mentioned above, two of whom 


were married to Solomon's two daughters *. He 
was a mighty 


Solomon ſceing the young man, that he had 


induſtry, made him ruler over all' the 888 by 


a * Chops iv. 11, 15. 
B 


PE 1 EA 
armed ſoldierb upon Lois Such dinge, . 8 


man of valour, ambitious, and 
a ſubtle politician. He had alteady;-1t ſeems; 
diſplayed his great capacity for buſineſs; the 
people had formed a high eſteem of him: and 


the good-will of the 


_ virtuous 


9 1 10 1 
. the houſe of Joſeph *. He had a Miffcult 
part to act; to pleaſe the King, by exacting 


the heavy taxes; and to acquire and preſerve 


people: in both which; 
however; by his addreſs, he ſucceeded, at leaſt; 


for a time. But, in the courts of abſolute Princes, 


no man is in ſo great danger as one in whoſe eha- 
racter ability and popularity are united. Neither 


the Prince nor the Miniſters are at eaſe whilſt ſuch 

a man is near them, in office, or is ſuffered to live. 
It was this that cauſed the murder of the renown- 
cd and incomparable Germanicus, in the reign of 
the vile Tiberius, his unele, who ordered him to 
be poiſoned. This was the cauſe of Corbulo's 


4 in the reign of Nero; and of the wiſe and 


by a wretched management, the ſtate is 
miſerable at home, and eontemptible abroad; if 


ke conduRs a dangerous war ſucceſsfully; if he 


raiſes the renown of his country higher, and 


| ſpreads it wider than ever it was before; if he 
attempts to leſſen 
number of penſioners; if he applies to the exi- 
gencies of the ſtate theſe immenſe ſums which 
were formerly given in ſhameful bribes—all the 
borrupited. courtiers, and their vile flatterers, are 

5 His enemies. Not ſatisfied with diſplacing him, 


penſions, and to abridge the 


* * xi. 48. 


MN Agricola's, in the reign of Domitian; 
Agricola, who, by erecting Roman ſchools, be- 
gan firſt to civilize this ſavage country. Nay, in 
modern times, if a Miniſter is popular, and poſ- 
ſeſſed of uncommon talents and integrity; if he 
ventures to take the guidance of public affairs, 

when, 


* * 
they are buſy to blaſt his character with weir v ve 
bets breath: the cry againſt him comes from 
above; all the ſubaltern tools of corruption join 
in the ery; and though he be as virtuous as Cato, 
they will ſtrive, in vain, to render his name as odi- 
ous — that of Nero: and if a ſtateſman, of the 
moſt diftinguiſhed merit, above corruption, and 
not chargeable with any of thoſe viees which in 
the iſſue appeared in Jeroboam, hath, in our 
times, been treated in ſo ſhocking a manner, need 
we wonder that the Jewiſh courtiers ſhould ſo- 
licite Solomon to put Jeroboam to death. It is 
ſaid that © Jeroboam lift up his hand againſt the 
EKing“.“ I do not recollect that he made any open 

inſurrection; the meaning probably is, that he 
artfully endeavoured to ſteal away the hearts of 
the men of Iſrael, behaving like Abſalom, who 
when any man came near him, to do him obei- 
ſance, put forth his hand, and took him, and 
* faluted him.“ And as in Solomon's declining 
years, a weakneſs had crept into his government, 
that King knew well that Jeroboam had fagacity 
to obſerve ſuch weakneſs, and that he had alſo 
both ambition and popularity to avail himſelf 
of it, if a proper opportunity ſhould offer.. 
hut I muſt not forget, that, beſides Jeroboam's 
talents and popularity, there was an6ther thing 
that n him to be ſuſpected by Solomon: Je- 
roboam being to wait on the court, had clad him 
ſelf in a new or birth - day ſuit; for a great man 
is forced to regard ſo frivolous a thing as exter- 
nal decoration: as he was returning from court, | 
Ohap. xi. 26. 
B 2 


P 


Ahijah, the prophet, met him in the fields, 

and they two Were alone: Ahijah gaughtohold 
af the new garment, and rent it in twelve pieces. 
and; ſaid to ſeroboam, take thee ten pieces for 


% thus, ſaith, the Lord, the God of. Iſrael; 4 will 
rend the kingdom out af the hand. okgblamon, 
* and will give ten tribes to thee“, This pre- 


* 


diction, it ſeems, had come to Solomonꝭs cars, 


(lerobably it had been publiſned by Jeroboam 


: himſelf;) and therefore, as well as for the other 


cauſe I mentioned, Solomon ſought to kill Jero- 
boam, und Jeroboam arofe;and fled into Egypt; 
for even in the decline of Solomon's affairs, he 
dared . not to remain in Judah. He eſcaped into 
Egypt; but, as. ſoon as he heard of Solomon's 


death, he was, it ſeems, in no fear of Rehoboam, 


or he thought of Ahijah's prophecy, and reſolved 
to return; and, at the fame time, he was by the 
ten tribes invited and entreated to return home. 


He is, we ſee, along with the heads of the tribes: 


when they preſent their petition to Rehoboam #; 


F rael came; and ſpoke unto Rehoboam, ſaying, 


Thy father made our yoke grie vous; now there- 
fore make thau the grievous ſervice of thy fa- 
ther, and his heavy yoke which he put upon 
us, lighter, and we will ſerve thee.“ This is the 


complaint of the Iſraelites, their petition of right, 
the condition on which they were to make Reho- 


bam their King. Lou will here remark, that 

the complaint is only againſt Solomon. David 

had made a league with. the ten tribes; and, it 
* Chap. xi. 29, 30 3b K Kii. 3 44 


3 


6 . 
ſeems, he kept te big oath, and did not violate 
their rights. It was Solomon that did ſo. You 
will alſo remark, that there ate two particular 
grievances. complained of; the grievous ſervice,“ 
and © the heavy yok. Solomon was moſt part 
ol his reigu occupied in great buildings; the ſer- 
vice, the perſonal labour at theſe works was ex+ 
ceedingly grievous. King Solomon raiſed a leyy 
out of all Iſrael, and the levy; was thirty thou- 


* and men. He had threeſcore and ten thouſand 


* that bare burdens, and fourſcore thouſand hew- 
bers in the mountains, belides the chief officers 
which were over the work, three thouſand and 
three hundred which ruled over the people that 
* wrought in the work. This levy was the griev- 
dus ſervice of men. The heavy yoke was thelevy = 
of taxes, and it was not leſs grievous. And this 
* i8 the reaſon of the levy which Ring Solomon 
raiſed for ta build the houſe of the Lord, and his 
on houſe, and Millo, and the wall of J eruſar 
lem, and Hazor,and Megiddo, and-many-more; 
among others. Tadmor in the wilderneſs f, 
near the banks of the Euphrates, afterwards cal- 
led Palmyra, the noble ruins of which are ſtill 
to be ſeen. David, indeed, had laid up much 
gold for building the temple; and from Eloth 
and Eziengeber, ports upon the Red Sea, which 
David had violently taken from the Edomites, 


Solomon carried on a great trade, and imported 


much gold from Tarſhiſnh and from Ophir; but, 

to carry on and complete ſuch immenſe works, he 

found it neceſſary to break the league his father 
* Chap, v. 1316. Fix, 1818. 


1 
had confirmed by oath, and to augment the taxes 


on his own ſubjecks. It is computed, that, from 
a territory ſcarce larger, I believe, than the half of 


Ireland, he levied, yearly, near five millions Ster- 
lng. though poſſibly ſome part of this ſum was 


extorted from the conquered provinces. The cat- 


tle, which, by his twelve officers, he exacted from 


the people to maintain his table, was alſo à bur- f 


den and a grievance. And Solomon's proviſion 


for one day was thirty meaſures of fine flour, 


and threeſcore meaſures of meal, ten fat OXen, 
and twenty onen out of the 
hundred 1 
1 and fallow-deer, and fatted fow}*,2 | 
I be claim or petition is, Make the heavy 
0 « yoke which thy father put upon us lighter, and 
* we will ſerve thee.” 
they leave it to the King how far he was to make 
their yoke lighter. I ſuppoſe they meant to ſay, 


Depart from theſe new exactions and preſtations; 1 
reſtore our original rights; let us be taxed agree 


ably to the compact, the league we made with 


David, agreeably to the ancient charter we have 


5 from that King, and we will ſerve thee, 
Though it doth not appear that the eben. 


tatives of the ten tribes had the King's authority 


to meet in Congreſs at Shechem, their petition or 

remonſtrance, however, was graciouſly received 

by Rehoboam. There have been, in latter times, 
petitions, againft new and heavy taxations, hum- 
bly offered by great and reſpectable bodies of 
wen; Which petitions have not __ been — 
Chap. iv. 22, 23. i ater 


paſture, and an 
CEP, beſides harts and roe-bucks, f 


It is modeſtly expreſſed; 


417 
wad but new and ſeverer meaſures have been-ett= 
acted againſt the petitioners and their conſtitu- 


ents. Rehoboam heard and received the remon- 
ſtrance: Hitherto, indeed, I ſee in him no ſym 
toms of any arbitrary temper; and had he fallen 


into the hands of wiſe and reaſonable counſellors, 
he might have reigned over all Iſrael and Judah 
in the ſame ſplendor his father had done. He 


* ſaid unto them, that is, to the delegates, *De= 


part yet for three days; and then come again to 


t me; and the people departed *, 9 Hitherto all 
is tranſacted with becoming deceney, and pro- 


miſed a good iſſue. The Iſraelites, from the lik- 


5 ing they had to the family of David, were willing 


to ſerve Rehoboam on the condition they had 


mentioned in their petition; and to take three 
days to deliberate what would be the proper an- 
ſwer to a petition of ſuch importance, was pru- 

dent in the King. Three days acdprdingly were 
ſ] pent in that deliberation, 


Though it appears that Rehobaaml had dilmil⸗ | 


: ſed his Gather? s privy council, he had, however, 
brought them along with him to Shechem. And 
he thought proper firſt to aſk their opinion and 


advice; old age claims reſpe&, and grey hairs 
challenge reverence, © King Rehoboam conſulted 
with the old men that ſtood before Solomon, 


his father, while he yet lived, and ſaid, What 


do ye adviſe that I may anſwer this people“. 5 


Here is a mind candid to all appearance, and o- | 
ben to receive good advice. And they (the, 


men) ſpake unto him, faying, It thou wilt ÞE 4 N 
ky Chap, nil. 6. che 
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tiforvant to the people this day, and wilt ſarve 


. tthem, and änſwer them, and fpeak good words 
do them then they will be thy ſervants for ever 1 
f thou wilt;": this, I think, implies, that the 
old connſellors knew, or feared; that the King's 
anſwer was formed already, by his having liſtened 

i private tõ thoſe young men who were grown 


up witk him. It may, however, ſeem, that when 


they ſald this day, they adviſed the King to 


make large promiſes, and to give fair words on 


that eritical day; and that; if he once got the 
people to ſubmit to his rule; ſhould they after- 


ward prove refractory, he might treat them as 

rebels, and compel them, by force, to be his ſer- 
vants for ever. I cannot think this to be the 
meaning; the meaning certainly is, if thou wilt 
this day gratify the people; if thou wilt uſe le- 


nient expreſſions; if thou wilt ack agreeably to 


all chat is equitable and right in their petition} 


and if thou wilt continue to do ſo, then they will 


be cky ſubjects for ever. A prudent advice, in ſuch 


eircumſtances, if ever there was one: "and in this 
advice the old privy counſellors ſeem to have 


been unanimous; and had the new miniſtry gi- 


ven the like advice, the ten provinces, in all hu- 
man probability, would have continued in ſub- 


jection to the houſe of David; the united king- 
dom would have been better able to withſtand 


the attacks of foreign powers; and all the bloody 
wars which were afterwards carried on between 


But, alas! Rehoboam forſook the counſel of 


* Chap. Xii. 7. 
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© the old men.“ This is the firſt appearance of 
any thing blameable in Rehoboam; he forſook 
the counſel; he was not ſatisfied with it; he did 
not acquieſce in it; he departed from it, and re- 
Jetted it, becauſe it did not gratify his love of do- 


mination. And having got a new privy council, 


it was but decent that he ſhould conſult with 
them: He conſulted with the young men that 
were grown up with him, and which ſtood be- 
fore him *. It commonly happens, that when a 


new King ſucceeds to a throne, there is, as it 


were, an univerſal agreement to flatter and to 
magnify him: his knowledge, his wiſdom, his 
eloquence, his virtue, are extolled above all mea- 
ſure: every one about court ſtrives to exceed ano- 
ther in this ſpecies of adulation; and every one 
expects, for his pains, a place or a penſion under 
the new government. Theſe flatterers are the 


moſt dangerous enemies of Princes. Thus James J. 


was, on his acceſſion to the throne of England, 
ſo extravagantly flattered, that, though, at firſt, 
he perceived his danger from the ſweetneſs of 
a potion ſo copiouſly adminiſtred to him, and 
had the ſenſe to declare, that theſe flatterers 


« would ſpoil even a good King;“ yet his ſenſe 


was more and more damaged by conſtantly re- 


ceiving and ſwallowing a draught fo delightful 


and ſo ſtupifying; ſo that he wondered at his 


own ability, or King-craft as he called it, and 


vainly boaſted that he had managed the affairs 
of England in the laſt years of Queen Elizabeth; 


though it is well known, that, for many years, 
* * Chap. Kii. 8. | 
fs 
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he and his miniſters in Scotland were, like chil- 


dren in leading- ſtrings, guided in every material 
ſtep by that immortal Princeſs. Thus, when 


James II. came to the throne, his dignity and high 


| ſpirit were loudly praiſed. The flattering courtiers 
_ © boaſted, that he would not, like Charles, debaſe 
- himſelf to be a penſioner of France, tho? the French 


King, they ſay, declared that James was as wil- 
ling to receive his money as his brother Charles 
a Deen. 

| the illuſtrious William III. ſhe was flattered by a 
a parliamentary addreſs, that, by her capacity, 
the would retrieve the honour of the nation. 


And thus alſo, when Anne ſucceeded 


4 And I make no doubt, but the Jewiſh counſellors 
"talked in the ſame ſtyle with reſpe& to Reho- 


boam: they flattered him, and taught him to 


think himſelf, in every reſpect, far ſuperior to 
Solomon, his father. They are called young men; 

| Rehoboam himſelf was not young; he was 

© forty and one years old when he began to reign.” 
The counſellors who had been at ſchool with him 
were not very young in point of age; but they were 
raw, unſkilful, unpractiſed in ſtate- affairs; and, 
as it would ſeem, they were like many others, a- 


5 bundantly y young in point of political knowled ge. 


It is remarkable, that the King ſpeaks to thoſe 
| young counſellors in a ſtyle very I:Ferent from 
that in which he ſpoke to the old: to the old 
counſellors, who The ſtood before his father, he 
ſaid, How do ye adviſe that I may anſwer this 

©people;* but, unto the young ones, who ſtood 
before himſelf, he ſa d. What counſe give ye, that 
we may anſwer this people, who have ſpoken 


“ 
EST) 


[ 0 3” 
«to. me; i Make the yoke which thy father 


did put upon us lighter *,* I confeſs, I am more 
and more tempted to ſuſpect, that the King con- 


ſulted the old privy counſellors only to ſave ap- 


pearances. He was determined, it would ſeem, 
to give juſt ſuch an anſwer as thoſe who ſtood be- 


fore him ſhould adviſe; and it is very probable, 
he knew, before-hand, what that advice was 5 


be: WHAT ME may anſwer this people; a 
compliment from the King to theſe raw ftateſ⸗ 


men; or, it means, that the anſwer to be given 
was to be adeed of the privy council, which, in ar- 
bitrary kingdoms, is, you know, of equal authority 
wit h an act of parliament in limited governments; 
andi in theſe laſt it hath ſometimes been ſo alſo.— 


To a Prince fond of deſpotic power, and elated 


with the belief that he was an incomparably 
greater perſonage than his predeceſſor, nothing 
could be more flattering than the advice which 
theſe young counſellors gave Rehoboam f. And 
* the young men that were grown up with him, 


7 Iſpake unto him, ſaying, Thus: ſhalt thou ſpeak 
unto this people that ſpake unto thee, ſaying, 
Thy father made our yoke heavy, but make 


| © thou it lighter unto us; thus ſhalt thou ſay 
unto them, My little finger ſhall be thicker than 
+ my father's loyns. 
© ther did lade you with a heavy 5 
© to your yoke. My father hath chaftiſed you 
with whips, but I will chaſtiſe you with ſcor- 
* pions.* Nothing could be more fooliſh, more 
tyrannical, more exaſperating, than the an- 


And now, whereas my fa- 
yoke, I will add 


« Verſe 9. ÞF Verſe 10, — Mo 
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make a few remarks upon it. 


i; 20 
ſwer which theſe young! counſellors adviſed to be 
given to the petition of the delegates. Let me 


And, 1ſt, there 
is no apology made for the heavy yoke- which 


Solomon had laid upon the people: ſomething _ 
might have been faid about his expenſive build- 
ings: to build the temple was his duty; 
appointed him to build it; he had got a ſolemn 
charge from his dying father to ornament that 


God had 


houſe with wonderful decorations; for the pa- 


© lace was not for man, but for the Lord God. 
And he ought not to be blamed for building a pa- 


lace to himſelf: but, it muſt be confeſſed, that, to 


waſte much time, and labour, and money, upon 
grand and unneceſſary buildings, can afford a 
Prince but a flimſy excuſe for oppreſſing his ſub- 
jects. The walls of Babylon, the hanging gar- 
dens there, the temple of Belus, the pyramids of 
Egypt, are looked upon as ſtriking monuments 
of the grandeur of ancient times; but they are the 
monuments of a vain and uſeleſs grandeur, And 
in whatever country ſuch works were erected, it 


is a ſufficient proof that the common people there 


were held in a pitiable and abject bondage; drag- 
ged from their families, and from rural, innocent, 
uſeful occupations, and forced to drudge and 
frreat at oſtentatious buildings, to gratify the 5 


and caprice of a deſpotic maſter. 


' 2dly, The anſwer was fooliſh and unreafon- 
able, becauſe, inſtead of adviſing the King to 
make the yoke lighter, they adviſed him to make 
it heavier. There was certainly no need of ad- 


qing to the yoke, or even of continuing the high 


1 21 1 „ 
taxes Amed by Solomon. The buildings were fla 


niſhed, and the Kingdom had peace. I will add 


to your yoke: He was not even to tell them 


how much he was to add. Had there been a line 


drawn beyond which he was not to paſs, a limited 


proportion of their ſervices and effects, which, if 
performed and paid, he was not to exact more; 
the anſwer would have been more diſcreet, and 
the condition of the people ſomewhat more tole- 
rable; but there was no ſuch limitation: ſo that 
the poor Iſraelites had reaſon to dread, that all 
that they had was to be violently torn from them, 
to ſatisfy the rapaciouſneſs of thoſe young coun- 


ſellors who unhappily had got Rehoboam under 


their guidance. In fact, they were to have no- 
thing left which they could call their own. And, : 
as appears from the next exprefſion, 
zadly, More was to be exacted from them dan 1 
3 ny they could expect to have. My father made 
92 your yoke heavy; but my little finger ſhall be 


* thicker than my father's loyns.“ The ſervices 


exacted, the taxes levied by my father, were, you 
ſay, a grievous burden; but the ſervices and taxes 
which J am to exact, will be as much greater than 
thoſe exacted by my father, as a man's body is 
thicker than his little finger; a proverbial expreſ- 
fon, perhaps; but no words could more clearly 
diſcover the cruel and arbitrary temper of the 
counſellors who ſtood before this l adviſed King. 
And J remark, Athly, That they adviſe the 
King to tell the delegates, without diſguiſe, 


how the ſervices, and the payment of the taxes, 


were to be enforced, namely, by corporal Pu- | 


ol 
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Pr 
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nichment: My father chaſtiſed you with Ai 
{but I will chaftiſe you with ſcorpions: * Accord- 
ing to the ſavage. practice in defpotic kingdoms, 
Solomon, uſed, it ſeems, to enforce obedience to 
bis arbitrary will, by chaſtiſing his ſubjects with 


whips or ſcourges; but Rehoboam was adviſed to 
do this with ten times more ſeverity ; ; he was to 


chaſtiſe them with ſcorpions, that is, with whips 
or ſcourges that had iron rowels affixed to them, 


which would tear the fleſh from the very bone. 


This is the anſwer which Rehoboam's privy coun- 
cil adviſed him to make; the anſwer which, except- 
ing one article, he actually made to the heads of the 


ten tribes; for Jeroboam and all the people came 
to Rehabaam the third day, as the King had ap- 
pointed, ſaying, Come to me on the third day. 


And the King anſwered the people roughly, 
1 and forſook the old mens counſel that they 
gave him, and ſpoke to them after the counſel 


< of the young men, ſaying, My father made your 
* yoke heayy, and I will add to your yoke; my 


7 0 father alſo chaſtiſed you with whips, but J will 
s chaſtiſe you with ſcorpions “.“ The edict itſelf 


was rigid and tyrannical; and it was announced 


to the people with roughneſs, with a ſtern and 


haughty countenance and evident marks that 


the King held them in contempt. You are to 
0 obſerve, that there is one article of the advice 
given which was not delivered by the King 
te the delegates; My little finger ſhall be 
_ ©. thicker than my father's loyns.” 
progecs from;/the King's lenity? 1 wiſh I could 


* Verſe 12, 13. 14. 


- 


Did this 


1 2 3 


think fo; but te King ſpake roughly“ Perkaph 


the King had een a few of the words which 
his counſellors had dictated to him; for, I be- 
lieve, it was not yet the cuſtom for Miniſters 


to write the ſpeech which the King was to deli- 


ver; the King was left to recollect the ſeveral 
words of their advice as his cb 8 ſhould ove 


him. 
The effect this ene dedhuration'y pred 


end; was the ſame that every ſuch declaration 
ought to produce, and will produce, on free minds. 
Such an undiſguiſed determination to exerciſe 
unlimited and deſpotic power would inſpire even 
cowards with manhood and reſolution: for, will 
free men tamely ſubmit to be ſlaves, and, if pof- 
ſible, worſe than ſlaves, whilſt they have it in 
their power to preſerve their liberty, and to do 
themſelves juſtice? The new counſelors might 
flatter Rehoboam, that there were awful rays f 
glory darting from his auguſt countenance; that 
the people would be intimidated at his preſence; 
that they would receive his royal orders with a 
humble ſubmiſſion, and yield obedience in the 
beſt manner they could; but both they and the 
| King were altogether diſappointed: though their | 
remonſtrance was received and heard; yet, after 
ſo determined and ſo rough an anſwer, they have 
not patience to remonſtrate again. Nothing is 
fo contemptible as threats, even by a Prince, 


when it is well known that ſuch threats can- 


not be put in execution. Without being a a- 


baſhed, they, in the King's very face, avow and 


announce their revolt. And I cannot help think- 
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lag: that in the King's preſente they exprefs 


their indignation. with ſome degree of inſo- 


| lence: for when all Iſrael ſaw that the King 


[3 bearkened not unto them, the people anſwered 


_ + the King, ſaying, What portion have we in 


© David? neither have we inheritance in the {on 


of jeſſe: to your tents, O Iſrael! now ſee to | 

< thine houſe, David. So Iſrael departed to their | 
< tents*.* What portion have we in David? we 
are not of that tribe: What inheritance have we 

in the fon of jeſſe? it is none of our concern to 
become ſlaves, to ſupport the haughty pride of 

a King ſprung from ſo poor a family as that of 

Jeſſe; for they ſpake ſo by way of contempt. 


There is even a ſort of challenge given, a defi- 


_ ance of Rehoboam; ſee to thine houſe, David; 


we are able to defend ourſelves; we defy thy 


power. To your tents, O Iſrael; 1o Iſrael de- 


partes. to their tents, 


_ + Rehoboam was the third 1 9 of that race. 
. The original family of Jewiſh Kings was that of 
Saul, after whoſe death his fon, Iſhboſheth, as I 
have ſaid, reigned ſeven years: it is however re- 


markable, that the Iſraelites ſeek not for a King 


in that family. Perhaps there was none of the 
family alive who was fit to be made King: Da- 
vid had delivered ſeven brave men; ſons of Sau}, 
do the Gibeonites, to be hanged: at Gibeah of Saul, | 
to turn away the anger of the Lord in a time 


of famine f. And Mepbiboſheth, Jonathan s ſon, 


if alive, was lame. But in thoſe days, it was not 
aà regard to family, but eſteem of military accom- 


Verſe 16. f 2 Sam. xzi. 1. — 10. 


all Ifr 
of the 
King“ 

ſpirit: 
| unbric 
rage, . 
fore, 


Hebron, In time 


Thai 


bann which made 


God ſaid unto 
© thee, thou ſhalt feed my 
And the ſame 


The young men grown up with Rehoboam, 


having got him under their direction, puſhed him 
on to another very raſh and fatal ſtep. 
_ | ©* King Rehoboam ſent Adoram, who was over 
the tribute, and all Iſrael ſtoned him with ſtones, 
that he died; therefore King Rehoboam made 
© ſpeed to get him up to his chariot, to flee to 
Jeruſalem f. This Adoram had been over the 
levy in Solomon's time: he was kept in place, 
though the old counſellors had been diſmiſſed. 
In his office, though he had pleaſed the King; 
he had, it ſeems, tendered himſelf obnoxious to 


the people. He was ſent to levy the tribute as 


+ | uſual; whether the heavy yoke only that was 
paid to Solomon, or with additions, as the King 
had ſaid, doth not appear. But, at fight of him, 
all Iſrael are inflamed againſt him. The heads 
of the tribes, who had been exaſperated by the 
King's anſwer, probably conducted the licentious 

| fpirit: the people, all in a ferment, riſe with an 
| unbridled fury: with a ſavage and unrelenting _ 
rage, the incenſed mob, diſguſted at Adoram be- 


fore, Wo. incenſed by hearing of the anſwer 


+ 1 Kings Xii. IN 
D 


* 1 Chron: xi. 2. 


people chuſe one to be 
their King. Thus the Iſraelites ſaid to David at 
paſt, even when Saul was 
© King, thou waſt he that leddeſt out and brought- 
| < eſt in Irael: and the Lord thy 
peop le, thou ſhalt be 
tuler over my people Iſrael“. 
Iſraelites had it in view to make Jeroboam their 
A | King, becauſe he was a mighty man of valour. 


Then 
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which the King had juſt given to the remon- 
ſtrance, they ſtoned Adoram with ſtones, that he 

died. A mob is altogether unjuſtifiable; but 

rulers ought to avoid ſuch unjuſtifiable ſteps as 
are provoking and violent, and may drive the 
exaſperated people to extremities. 

What muſt theſe young counſellors have 1 now 

thought of their deſperate counſels, by which the 
King was diſgraced and terrified, and ſeemed to 
be in danger of his life: nor was his fear with- 
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out ground; for, when a mob is once a-foot, 


what or who is it that can put a ſtop to its fury? 
even Majeſty itſelf, if in the way, may fall a 


victim to its ſenſeleſs rage. Muſt not the King 


himſelf have been ſomewhat ſorry that he for- 


ſook the prudent counſel of the old men, when 


he ſees himſelf forced to flee in terror from thoſe, 


who, if he had ſpoken and acted with propriety, 


would have trembled before him, and yielded a 


ready obedience to his juſt commands? He made 


ſpeed to get him up to his chariot, and drove a as 
quickly as he could to Jeruſalem, 


Win Rabe u yl bt feared: to 


the capital; after his authority had been con- 

trouled, his will reſiſted, and the collector of his 
taxes maſſacred by a mob; he, without repealing 
the obnoxious edict, or taking time to think of 
ſome lenient ſteps, being yet directed by his 
young counſellors, had immediate recourſe to 


coercive meaſures; he immediately levied a power- 


ful army to force the revolted provinces to ſub- 
mit again to his grievous yoke, and to pay the 


heavy taxes inge W them. And when 
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Rehoboam was come to Jeruſalem, he aſſem- 


bled all the houſe of Judah, with the tribe of 
Benjamin, an hundred and fourſcore thouſand 


* choſen men, which were warriors, to fight a- 
* gainſt the houſe of Iſrael, to bring the kingdom 


« again to Rehoboam, the ſon of Solomon *. Had 
| he firſt have made their burden lighter, and re- 


pealed the edict for an unlimited tribute, which 
he had ſo recently enacted, I do not know but 


the rage of the people would have ſoon ſubſided, 


and, from their liking to David's family. they 


might have returned again, and ſubmitted to 
Rehoboam : but there was no ſuch repeal, no re- 
laxation; he aſſembled a hundred and fourſcore 


thouſand. I ſuſpect, that the men of Judah and 
Benjamin had no great mind to this war againſt 


their brethren: for, a few years after this period, 


Abijam levied and led on to battle no fewer than 


four hundred thouſand. Be this as it may, Re- 


hoboam thought this a ſufficient army; for he 


did not, as was often the cuſtom, hire the Syri- 
ans, or other foreign troops, to cruſh the ſpirits 
of the revolted provinces: but when this army 
of a hundred and eighty thouſand are muſtered, 
and upon their march; their march is counter- 


manded by an authority infinitely ſuperior to that 


of Rehoboam: ſor the word of God came unto 
© Shemaiah, the man of God, ſaying, Speak unto 


© Rehoboam the ſon of Solomon, King of Judah, 
© and unto all the houſe of Judah and Benjamin, 
© and to the remnant of the people, Thus faith 
the Lord, Ye ſhall not go up, nor fight 


** Verſe 21. 
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"<4 — brethren the children of liracl: return e- 
very man to his houſe “.“ It is ſaid in ſerip- 


ture, that ſometimes God makes the judges or 


leaders of a nation fools; but when the leaders 
of a nation have gone into fooliſh or ruinous 


meaſures, it ſeldom happens that the infatuation 


is univerſal: there may be ſtill a few uncorrupted 


perſons who have love to their country, to its 


laws, its liberty, and its peace; who have ſenſe to 
ſee the unrighteous and deſtructive ſchemes that 
are going to be purſued, and who have allo ſpirit 


and reſolution to ery out againſt them; thou mh, a- 
las! when folly, corruption, and venality, have be- 
come general, theſe friends of wiſdom, and juſtice, 
and peace, often times cry in vain: but when a She- 
maiah, the man of God, known to be a prophet, 
when he raiſes his voice, when he ſpeaks in the 


name of God, it is certainly becoming that an 
immediate ſtop be put to unjuſt and pernicious 
. meaſures, however keenly theſe were purſued be- 


fore. It appears, however, that it was not Reho- 


boam, and ftill lefs can we imagine that it was the 


young men grown up with him, who liſtened to 


Sbemaiah, ſaying, Thus ſaith the Lord, thou ſhalt 
not go up to fight againſt thy brethren the chil- 
© dren of Ifrael: return every man to his houſe. 
It was the houſe of Judah and Benjamin, and the 
' remnant of the people, that i is, ſome-few of the 


ten tribes who had not joined in the revolt; theſe 
were they who liſtened to the man of God. They, 
it is expreſsly ſaid, not HE, but they, hearkened 


to che word of the Lord, and * returned to depart 


9 Vere 225 23, 24. 


47 29 ] 
according to the word of the Lord.“ Indeed, i 1 
is not likely, that Rehoboam, who did evil, and 
+ forſook the law of the Lord, would be much 
influenced by the authority of a prophet. When 
Micajah modeſtly, but in a pictureſque and _ 
fecting manner, diſſuaded Ahab from going t 
fight againſt the Syrians at Ramoth-Gilead; * 
hab, however, proceeded; and, which is more, 
even the good jehoſhaphat, notwithſtanding all 
that Micajah had ſaid, went to fight along with 
that idolatrous King: but the people, Judah and 
Benjamin, hearkend. It is not ſaid that Rehoboam 
gave them leave to diſband: they had, as [obſerved 
before, no great heart to the war; ſo they return- 
ed every man to his houſe. It is very poſſible they 
thought that if they ſhould, by force, enſlave the 
ten tribes; the ten tribes, in return, might ſoon 
be made the willing inſtruments to enſlave them. 
One thing which muſt have had great weight | 
with the army, was the word of the prophet 


| ſpeaking to them in the name of God: Return, 


© for this thing is from me.“ We are told above, 
"3 that the King hearkened not to the people, (that 
is, to the petition of the delegates at Shechem;) 


for the cauſe was from the Lord, that he might 


« perform his ſaying which the Lord ſpake by A- 
| © hyah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the ſon of Ne- 
bat *.“ Here we are ſwallowed up and loft in 
wonder: we are led to think of theſe ſecret things 
which belong ta the Lord; we are led up to the 
original cauſe of every revolution in Rates and 
5 — O the depth of the riches. both f 
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and, having heard of the prophecy of Ahijah, he 


« the wiſdom ad 4 of God! how un- 


ſearchable are his judgments, and his ways paſt 
finding out! for who hath known the mind of 

© the Lord? or who hath been his counſellor *?? 
| Rehoboam's fooliſh anſwer was the "occaſion or 
immediate cauſe, but it was only the ſecond cauſe, 
of the revolt. The operation of all cauſes is guid- 
ed and directed by the incomprehenſible wiſdom | 
of the © Governor of the nations, who ruleth in 


© the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomſo- 


„ever he will. The Moſt High divideth to the 


© nations their inheritance. - God changeth the 


© times and the ſeaſons. He removeth Kings, 
© and ſetteth up Kings. He leadeth counſellors, 
che leadeth princes away ſpoiled; overthrows the 
c mighty, and makes the judges of the earth as 
. * vanity. Promotion cometh not from the eaſt, 
nor from the weſt, nor from the ſouth, but 
God is judge; he putteth down one, and ſet- 
teth up another. Wiſdom and might are his; 
che turneth wiſe men backward, and makes their 


knowledge fooliſh : but his counſel ſhall ſtand; 


che will do all his pleaſure.” God often makes 
uſe of the folly and wickedneſs of men to bring- 
about the ends of his adorable providence. Nay, 
the attempts of men to defeat or retard the ap- 
pointments of divine providence, tend often to 


the more ſpeedy execution of them. Rehoboam 


= knew that former ly the ten tribes were an inde- 
pendent kingdom; he knew that Sheba had en- 


deavoured that they ſhould revolt from David; 


Ran. 11. 13. 34. 
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Ir caſion of an immediate revolt. The means uſed 
4 to depreſs or impoveriſh a country or province, 
d- are oftentimes the means of its riches: and ag- 
m grandiſement. 

in Whilſt the ten 8 thus revolted, Tudah, in 
o- a large ſenſe, that is, Judah and Benjamin, con- 
he tinued in their allegiance. Probably theſe. two 
he _ tribes were treated with ſome indulgence. Reho- 
s, || boam was of the tribe of Judah; and Jeruſalem, 
rs, | where the King's palace was, ſtood within the 
he | territory of the tribe of Benjamin. The King, 
AS it is likely, intended to exerciſe his rigour chiefly 
ſt, I againſtthe ten tribes for the reaſon I have ian 
M Kinzel 3 1 
et- In the mean time bonne: was ronment; 
is; * And it came to paſs, when all Iſrael heard that 
eir | © Jeroboam was come again, that they ſent and 
d; ( called him into the congregation, and made him 
des King over all Iſrael “. All the heads of the 
ng- | tribes knew he was come again; for he had been 
ay, with them at Shechem, and he was no doubt glad 
p- that the King gave ſo fooliſh an anſwer. And 
to | when all the people alſo knew that he was come 
am | again, they ſent for him, and called him, and e- 
de- lected him to be their King in a full ange- 
1 gation. 7 

id; But it ſoon pm how! ill Jeroboam n 
he ed that elevation to which God in his providence 


VVerſe 20. 


TY 


expected, it is probable, that, by loading theſe 

ten tribes with heavy taxes, he would depreſs their 
ſpirits, and retain them to be his ſubjects for e= 

ver; but this attempt of his was the cauſe or oc- 
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had raiſed him. Entirely ſwayed by worldly mo- 


 tives;hediſregarded the 3 and the pro- 


miſe of God which Ahijah had delivered to him. 


He made religion give way to reaſons of ſtate. 


He ſaid in his heart, Now ſhall the kingdom re- 


turn to the houſe of David; if the people ſhall | 
go up to do ſacrifice in the houſe of God at Je- 
© ruſalem, then ſhall the heart of this people turn 


again unto their Lord, even unto Rehoboam, 


King of Judah, and they {hall kill me, and go 
© again to Rehoboam, King of Judah *?. ?, To hin- 
der the people from going three times a-year to 
worſhip in the temple of Jeruſalem, as they were 


ſtrictly commanded by the law of God, he eſta- 


bliſhed idolatry in Iſrael; like Rehoboam, he got 

counſellors who adviſed him to this impious ſtep. 
He took counſel, and ſet up two calves of gold; 
one in Dan, and one in Bethel; and, pretending all 

this was for the eaſe of the 


too much to go up to Jeruſalem: behold thy 


gods, O Iſrael, that brought thee up out of the 
land of Egypt; and this thing became a ſin f. 


It was thus that Jeroboam made Iſrael to fin; 


4 7 | and it 18 thus, that, for cauſes political, ſelfiſh; 


ſometimes cruel, rulers ſacrifice the pure worſhip 
of God, and eſtabliſh idolatry and image-worſhip 


in its place; not that every change in a ſtate is 
hurtful to religion, or to civil liberty. The refor- 
mation in Germany was favourable to both; ſo 
was the reformation in England and in Scotland; ; 
and ſo alſo, in the duys's of our more talen Fas 


the Revolution. 


* Verſe 26. 8. 88 297 30. 


people; he ſaid, It is 


7 331 no * 


But it was & bold ſtep that was taken by Jeto- 


ad and, if a great part of the Iſraelites had” 
not already embraced idolatry, it might have coſt 


him dear; it might have coſt him his crown; as 


a like daring ſtep did to an ill- adviſed and unfor- 
tunate ſovereign of Great Britain: for the ſtep 
Jeroboam ventured to take was at once to alter 


or corrupt the eſtabliſhed religion in oppoſition 
to the written word of God, which could not be 


- miſ-interpreted. It was juſt. as if a prince ſhould | 


introduce and eſtabliſh the Roman Catholic reli- 


gion into a Proteſtant kingdom, in oppoſition to 
the clear and ſtanding law of the land. And in 


ſo important a ſtep Jeroboam judged it expedient 


to take counſel, which would, at leaſt, render the 
counſellors, who agreed with him, as blameable 
as he was himſelf; and you know that thoſe who 
are near a throne do, too commonly, fall in with 

the meaſures, however illegal or pernicious, 


which they know are agreeable to the prince. 
Having, from facred hiſtory, offered to your 


view: ſome things which may ſeem to impeach 


the underſtanding, and leave ſome ſtain upon the 
character of Rehoboam, I joyfully take notice of 
one thing which 1s ſurely to his honour: He re- 

pented; threatenings from God had their due ef 


fect upon him; his heart underwent a ſalutary 


change; he changed his meaſures, and I think it 
probable that he changed his men allo. When 
Shiſhak had invaded Judea, Then came She 
© maiah the prophet to Rehoboam, and to the 
* princes of Judah, that were gathered together 


to Jeruſalem becauſe of Shiſhak, and ſaid unto 
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. [ 34 . 
„them, Thus faith the Lord, Ve have forſaken 


me, and therefore have J alſo left you in the 
- © hand of Shiſhak. Whereupon the princes of 
< Iſrael, and the king humbled themſelves, and 

< they ſaid, the Loli is righteous “.“ Former- 
ly the king was high minded, and ſpake rough- 


ly; he is now ſerious, humble, and devout. 
He had, it ſeems, by this time diſmiſſed the 
young counſellors, being convinced that they 


had dreadfully miſled him, embroiled his affairs, 
loſt him ten provinces of his father's kingdom, 
and put him in danger of loſing the whole. We 

no longer hear of the young men grown up with 
im; the king is now attended by the princes of 
Judah, of Ifrael; theſe princes, who, five years 


before, hearkened to the word of the Lord, 


and declined to go. up and fight againſt their 
+ brethren,' The kingdom was to be ſorely chaſ- 

| tiſed, © that they might know the difference be- 
tween God's ſervice and the ſervice of a foreign 
bing: but the king and the princes had 8 


ted, and it was not to be deſtroyed; for, when 
* the Lord ſaw that they humbled themſelves, 
the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah, ſay- 


4 ing, They have humbled themſelves, therefore 


* I will not deftroy them, but I will grant them 
« ſome deliverance, and my. wrath ſhall not be 
* poured out upon Jeruſalem by the hand of Shi- 
* ſhak. And when he humbled himſelf, the 
£4 wrath of the Lord turned from him, that he 

« would not deſtroy him altogether: and alſo in 

Judah things went 11 10 - = 


3 2 Chron. . 72 a Chron.) x{i. ”, 8. LY 


k os 1 
1 N explained this hiſtorical paſſage of ſerip= 
ture in the beit way I could. I conclude the 


_ diſcourſe with a feëẽ more remarks. 


iſt. The firſt remark I make, is, that it is an 


| eaſy thing to govern mankind. The bulk of men 


are, as I may ſay, haltered; they are born to 


ſerve; they are willing, ever deſirous to be led; 


they ſubmit and live in quietneſs under any go- 


vernment that is but half tolerable. If there be 


inſurrections or revolts in any ſtate or empire; 
princes, or their miniſters, have commonly them 
ſelves to blame. If princes will pay a becoming 


regard to the eſtabliſhed religion, —if they will 
_ govern by the known and equitable laws of the 
land, —if they will execute juſtice impartially,— 
if they will abſtain from atrocious and bloody 
acts of oppreſſion, —if they will preferve invio- 


lated the rights, the privileges, and ancient char- 
ters granted to the people; in all ordinary caſes, 
there will be no inſurrection, no revolt at all: 


even though rights be encroached upon, or taxes 
augmented, if it is flowly and gradually done, 
the people will ſtill be quiet. Indeed, when, like 
the Iſraelites, a people have been long over-bur- 
dened with a grievous yoke, and ſee coming up- 


on them, all at once, an additional burden, which 


would cruſh them to the ground, and render life 
itſelf inſupportable, they may ſometimes be ex- 
aſperated and provoked to act as that people 
did: and if there be unanimity among many 


tribes or provinces, who have ſeparate intereſts, 


and were many of them, formerly, jealous of one 
another, this ſeems to be a deciſive proof that 
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the provocation given them hath been entremely 
great. But how quiet and peaceable ſubjects are, 


| even under deſpotic rule, we may be fully ſatis- 


hed by ſurveying the ſtate of the known world 


as it is at preſent : conſider how wretched men are 


incaſtern kingdoms and empires: conſider the de- 


plorable ſlavery of the ſubjects in Turkey, in Ruſ- 


ſia, and in ſome other kingdoms and ſtates in Eu- 


rope, where the common people are, they ſay, dri- 
ven to market and ſold along with the land on 
vrhich they pine away their lives in miſery. Vet, in 
all theſe ſtates, the people live quietly, and ſeldom 
make any inſurrection; * they couch down? un- 
der the mighty burden; they © bow the ſhould- 
er, and become ſervants unto tribute.“ Well 
would it become any ſucceſſor to a throne, where 


the ſubjects are ſo wretched, to pity their lamen- 


table condition, and, of his own accord, to grant 
them what the ten tribes ſo earneſtly fought 
from Rehoboam; * thy father made our yoke 


© grievous: now therefore make thou the griev- 
ous ſervice of thy tather and his heavy yoke, 
+ which he put upon us, lighter.* Such a prince 
would feel a generous pleaſure; for he would 


hear a relieved and grateful people fay, with 
tears of joy, Thou haſt made our burden lighter, 


WE WILL SERVE THEE! 


2d. I remark, That though ſubj ets may 
judge they are aggrieved by in particular 


laws, and feel themſelves over-burdened by a 


heavy yoke; yet, in all ordinary cafes, it is their 
duty to yield obedience to the lawful magiſtrate. 


| dare not ſay, that reſiſtance is, in all poſſible 


TH) 


caſes, criminal. "This doctrine, abſurd and davidh 


as it 18, hath ſometimes been faſhionable in this 


country: it is not yet a hundred years ſince 
paſſive-obedience and non-reſiſtance was, from 
many pulpits in Britain, weekly, obtruded upon 
the eaſy credulity of an injured and abuſed peo- 
ple; and, amidſt the wonderful changes that 


happen daily, it may ſoon uſurp the pulpit a- 


gain, and become as faſhionable as ever. But 
I think of the glorious Revolution, and cannot 


but approve of the noble ſtand that was then 
made againſt popery and arbitrary power: a 
ſtand, by which the Britiſh conſtitution was im- 
proved and ſettled; and a foundation was laid 


for that great, that national happineſs, which 
hath been enjoyed under the illuſtrious and a- 
miable princes of the Hanoverian line. How- 


ever, government is the ordinance of God; and 
anarchy, rebellion, or civil war in a country, Be, 
any of them, ſo dreadful, that ſubjects ought to 
| ſuffer much before they begin to think of re- 
ſiſting eſtabliſhed authority: they ought, duti- 
fall: and earneſtly, and repeatedly, to petition 


the throne for redreſs: they ought to wait long 


and patiently for that relief which they wiſh for. 
And unleſs their yake, like that of the Iſraelites, 
be altogether intolerable, and unleſs they be al- 
moſt ſure of bettering their condition by reſiſt- 
ance, they ought not to reſiſt at all: they ought 


both from a ſenſe of duty, and from a regard 


to ſelf-preſervation, to obey; and if they diſo- 


dey: ey ou to ann with R to the 
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ſufferings Which may be lavifully inflicted upon 


them. 1 4 


24.1 ii that, when A ſow people are "a | 


reaved of their liberty, the prince is commonly 
much leſs blameable than his miniſters and coun- 


ſellors. I do not think that Rehoboam was oB 
STINATEL bent to rule arbitrarily. If, as I 


have ſo often ſaid, the counſel of thoſe grown up 


with him, had deen the ſame with that of the old 


men, who had ſtood before his father, his anſwer 


to the tribes would have been very different from 
What it was. And, in governments where the le- 


giſlature conſiſts of ſeveral branches, it is natural 


do expect that the prince will ſtrive to rule with= _ 
out conſtraint, according to his own judgment | 
and ſenſe of things; for the love of power is na- 
_ tural to every man: and if ſenators, and thoſe - 
. aſſembled to take care of the rights and liberty of 
the common people, are altogether paſſive; if 
they acc as if they had no ſenſe, no opinion, no | 
judgment of their own; if they tamely agree to | 
every requiſition that is made by the prince or 
his miniſter; and if, in conſequence of this tame, 
this ſequacious behaviour, the liberty of a nation 
is loſt, it is not the prince who is to be blamed; he 


hath acted naturally in his ſtation; it is the ſena- 


tors and others who have done wrong; they have 


betrayed their country; the blame lyes at their 
door: and one cannot help regretting, that al- 
moſt every miniſter of ſtate ſtrives, with all his 


might, to increaſe the prerogative of the crown, 


and to abridge the privileges of the ſubject. This 


is the more to be wondered at, as the continuance 


tal. 


of a miniſter in place depends upon the mere will 


of the ſovereign: the miniſter may next day be 


5 turned down to mix with the people whoſe rights 


he hath ſhamefully ineroached upon. The con- 


duct I ſpeak of, can, I think, proceed from no- 


thing but vile adulation, or as vile a deſire to ac- 
cumulate a miniſterial eſtate. 


Ath. From the temper of Rehoboam wines 


the Ifraclites, every maſter or ſuperior ſhould 
learn not to be harſh toward his dependents. 


The pooreſt dependents may have it in their 


| power to retaliate, and may be exaſperated to re- 
taliate in a very dreadful manner. But ſeverity 

| toward inferiors 1s {ſurely unmanly, and unbe- 
| coming. The labouring part of mankind, eſpe- 

| cially thoſe who till the 3 ſhould be 3 10 
With lenity, and allowed to live ſome way com- 


fortably upon the fruit of their labour: and yet 


very often this is not the caſe. The new maſter 


ſays, in effect, to thoſe poor laborious, and uſe- 


ful people, as Rehoboam ſaid to the ten tribes, __ 
My father made your yoke heavy, and Iwill“ 
add to your yoke.“ It ought not to be ſo; nor 
ſhould maſters of any kind treat their ſervants 


with rigour. If providence hath. placed them in 


| that humble ſtation, they are, however, par- 


takers of the ſame nature with their maſters, and 


have the ſame exalted: hopes of glory, Every 


thing reaſonable ſhould be done by the maſters to 

render their condition as agreeable as poſſible. 

Maſters, ſays the great apoſtle, © give unto 
* your ſervants that which 1s juſt and equal, for- 


bearing threatning, knowing that ye alſo have a 


* — — —— — ————— —— —— —— — — 


. maſter in hi 
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« perſons with him.“ My next remark is, 
5th. That in this hiſtory we have a ſtriking 


inſtance of the uncertainty and ſhort duration of 
worldly greatneſs, of opulence, and of liberty it- 


ſelf. The kingdom of Judah, united to that of 


Iſrael, had been awful and reſpectable in the 
time of David and Solomon; but, weakened by 
the revolt of the ten tribes, Rehoboam was not 
able to protect the ſmall remaining kingdom of 


Judah. Solomon had made filver and gold at 


Jeruſalem as plenteous as ſtones; and in particu- 
lar the richneſs of the temple was immenſe. But 
the treaſures of the houſe of the Lord, and the 


© treaſures of the king's houſe, were all taken 


band carried away? in the reign of Rehoboam : 
It was but five years after Solomon's death that 
Shiſhak, king of Egypt, came and carried away 
with him the gold veſſels of the temple; and, 
by forcing Rehoboam to pay him tribute, made | 
the kingdom of Judah a province of Egypt: The 
gold laid up by David, the gold which Solomon 
acquired by commerce, and the gold which he 
| levied from his ſubjects, by the heavy yoke he 
laid on them; all, even all of it, ſoon became 
the prey of a rapacious ſpoiler. How tranſi- 
ent is wealth and human glory. How quickly 
may a nation loſe its liberty, and become tribu- 
tary to ſome powerful neighbour. A nation may 


now be free, and may ſoon be in bondage. A peo- 
ple may be rich, and may ſoon be impoveriſhed. 


So allo may any individual; Why then ſet 


ye your heart on that which is not? for riches 


aven, neither is there any reſpect of 


(48 F: 
© make themſelves wings, and flee away as an ea- 
8 towards heaven. Why then make the gold 


your hope? or the fine gold your i N 
Why lay a grievous yoke on the poor, that ſo 


you may lay up treaſures on earth? Lay up to 


_ © yourſelves treaſures. in heaven,“ where no ſpoil- 
er can come, where no thief can break through 
and ſteal, Aﬀert yourſelves into that liberty 11 
Which all the powers of earth and hell — 


bereave you; freedom of ſoul, liberty from the 
bondage of corruption, © the glorious liberty of 


© the ſons of God.“ By ſelf-government, and by 
faith in Chriſt, you will obtain this liberty; and 
if © the Son 18 0 yor free, you ſhall be free in- 


« deed.” Some of you may be ſervants, may be 


iin ſtraits, in worldly trouble; yield yourſelves vo- 


luntarily to be conducted by the word and the 


Spirit of Jeſus; there is nothing grievous in his 

| yoke; no ſlavery, but the molt perfect freedom 
under his government. 
Come unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you reſt. Take my yoke | 


He calls upon you; 


upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek . 


| b and lowly of heart, and ye ſhall find reſt unto - 


© your fouls; for my yoke 1 is eaſy, and my bur- 
: den 1 18 light. 


6. Iremark further, that the quiet, the ſtrength, 
and even the independence of a kingdom, is en- 


dangered, when any of its Grandees, or men of 
rank and talents, are provoked at home, and for- 
ced to ſeek protection in ſome neighbouring ini- 
mical kingdom: it is not to be expected, but that 


a man of talents, who hath been harſhly uſed in 
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his den country, will exert himſelf to irritate 


and aſſiſt thoſe who protect him againſt thoſe 


who have injured; him. David, indeed, when 
he was on his march to fight againſt; Saul, was 
reſtrained from ſhedding the blood of his coun- 
trymen; for the Philiſtines ordered him to de- 
part to his home. And Themiſtocles, when the 
critical period came, chuſed rather to die a volun- 
tary death, than to help his royal benefactor to 
conquer Greece, But Jeraboam, more corrupted | 
than that brave Athenian; . Jeraboam, ſtimulated 
by revenge, fired by ambition, and encouraged 
by that eſteem which he knew the ten tribes had 
of his political and military talents, and perhaps 
truſting alſo, that Ahyah's prophecy would cer- 
tainly 4 fulfilled, did all he could to ſplit the 
united kingdom of Judah, Which would tender 
it leſs formidable to its neighbours than it had 
been under David and Solomon; for, as David 
had been a great warrior, had conquered Edom, 
and even Eloth and Ezion-geber, ports upon 
the Red Sea, in the neighourhood of Egypt; it 
can hardly be doubted that Egy 
military ſpirit of the Iſraelitiſn nation, and even 


its commercial ſpirit, by which it had grown ſo 


rich and powerful in the reign of Solomon. 
Hence it was, that Jeroboam met with a kind re- 
ception in the court of Shiſhak; he aimed and 
expected to be King of the ten tribes: and, it is 
highly probable, that, as ſoon as he reached E- 


gypt, he entered on the propereſt means to exe- 


cute his plan, —in which he was aſſiſted by Shi- 


ſhak, = ho encouraged the factious ſpirit, —and 


pt dreaded the 


put 
_ pref 
robo 
and 
one 
other 
deliv 


| and] 


robo: 


| recep 


Prince 


of: ra 


affair 
kingc 


fable, 


| have 


allies. 
Ire 


| Jah's 
to Jer 


count! 
of irre 
phecy 
of cau 
videnc 


they a 
idolatr 


Fort 
hold 
* Solo 
* cauſe 


I received the ſpoil. 


[49 ] 


puſhed on the revolt of the ten tribes. Nay, Imuſt 


preſume, that a league between Shimak and Je- 


roboam was early entered into, and ſubſiſted long; 
preſſed 
and over-awed by the armies of Egypt, on the 
one hand, and by thoſe of the ten tribes on the 
other, that, without ſtriking a ſingle ſtroke“, he 
delivered his capital to be plundered by Shiſhak, 
I and his kingdom to be tributary to Egypt, Je- 
roboam N N with Shiſhak, and Shiſhak 
Thus it is, that a deſigning 
Prince, by an unexpenſive kindneſs to a Fugitive 
Jof rank and ability, is enabled to embroil the 
affairs of a rival kingdom; and thus a powerful 


and that it was becauſe Rehoboam was 


kingdom doth, commonly, like the lion in the 


fable, ſeize, by force, on all the conqueſts that 
have been made by itſelf, and its leſs powerful | 


allies. 


I remark, in the laſt place, that even in Ahi- 
5 jah's prediction, that ten tribes were to be given 
to Jeroboam, the ſplitting of the kingdom is ac- 

counted a judgment of God, a ſevere puniſhment 

of irreligion and idolatry. Indeed, Ahijah's pro- 


phecy is not a bare prediction; it is a declaration 


of cauſe and effect, the ſtated order of God's pro- 
vidence: the people had gone into idolatry, and 
they are delivered over to be led into a ſyſtem of 
idolatry, by the worldly wiſdom of Jeroboam : 
For thus ſaith the Lord, the God of Iſrael, Be- 
hold I will rend the kingdom out of the kad of 


Solomon, and will vive. ten tribes to thee — be- 
0 cause that oy have forſaken me, and worſkip- 
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© ped Aſhtoreth, the goddeſs of the Zidonings, 
_ © Chemoſh, the god of the Moabites, and Mil- 
com, the god of the children of Ammon, and 
© have not walked in my ways, to do that which 
ais right in mine eyes, and to keep my ſtatutes | 

band my judgments*.” And is there not cauſe to 

|. look on this war, which is already kindled; and 
which threatens a diviſion of the Britiſh empire, 
as a judgment of heaven, for our impiety and 
wickedneſs? Moſt certainly we deſerve a ſtroxe; 
for we have been forgetful of God. —At the Re- 
volution, our civil liberty was ſecured, and the 


pure religion was eftabliſhed; the two Britiſh 


kingdoms were (the happy reverſe of what was 
done by Jeroboam) cemented into one by the in- 
corporating Union; and to us a wide avenue was 
laid open to opulence, What have we done in 
return for all this bounty of providence? Why, 
religion hath been impudently deſpiſed; the di- 
vinity of the goſpel hath been queſtioned and 
oppoſed; the ſenſe of right and wrong hath been 
denied; daring attempts haye been made to de- 
ſtroy the very foundations of religion and mora- 


lity; impious and worthleſs perſons have crept 


into offices of truſt; and © the wicked walk on 


every ſide, when the vileſt men are exalted; * 


men who are profane, debauched, unjuſt, frau- 
dulent, cruel, have been countenanced and en- 
couraged in their impiety and wickedneſs, In 


our land, ſuch impiety and wickedneſs have been 
practiſed, as have, in all ages, been the fore-run- 


ners of God's judgments upon ſinful nations: 


bs Rings xi. $1, 33. 


1 1 


my have throw afide the very appearatice ol 
religion. What judgments God hath denounced 


and executed againſt the Jews, moſt of you have 


heard or read; what God will do, or how. he 


will deal with you, J have no authority to ſay; — _ 
what he may do, you all know;—what you de- 


ſerve, every perſon, ought. ſeriouſſy to conſider. 


Of all this it is my duty to put you in mind, and 
to call upon you to amend your ways and your 


doings, if you wiſh to eſcape the judgments 


 wherewithal you are threatened, 'Truſt' not to 
appearances; that opulence, that elevation to 
which ſome of you have reached, by your in- 
duſtry under the beſt conſtitution of government, 
may ſoon be blaſted, and the very conſtitution it- 
ſelf undergo the fate of other countries where ci- 
vil liberty was once enjoyed. And I have au- 


SO 4 +» 


tority to tell ou, that if you repent, and live by 
faith; all will be well with you, probably in time, 
and moſt certainly through eternity. When Reho- 


boam and the Princes of Judah humbled them- 


ſelves, and no doubt the people humbled themſelves 
alſo, the wrath of the Lord was turned away, and 
they heard the voice of God ſaying, © They have 
< humbled themſelves, therefore I will not deſtroy ry 
them.“ In one word, my brethren, keep in ming 
the fluctuating and uncertain ſtate "of all human 


affairs; turn your attention, and bend your 


courſe, toward that city which hath foundations, 


and that kingdom which cannot be moved, May 
God bleſs, &c. 


THE END. 
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